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Religious and Spiritual Christmas A-Words 

Advent 

Advent marks the period leading up to Christmas, typically starting four Sundays before 

December 25th. It's a time of expectant waiting and preparation for the celebration of Jesus' 

birth. 

Angel 

Angels play a significant role in the Christmas story. They are often depicted as messengers from 

God, announcing the birth of Jesus to the shepherds. 

Adoration 

This term refers to the act of worship or reverence, often associated with the adoration of the 

Christ child by the Wise Men. 

Alleluia 

A joyful exclamation meaning "Praise the Lord," often sung in Christmas carols and church 

services. 

Amen 

A word used to express agreement or affirmation, often said at the end of prayers during 

Christmas services. 

Festive Decorations and Ornaments 

Artificial Tree 

Many households opt for artificial Christmas trees as a reusable alternative to real trees. 

Adornments 

This general term refers to various decorative items used to embellish Christmas trees, homes, 

and other spaces during the holiday season. 

Antique Ornaments 
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Vintage or antique ornaments are often cherished family heirlooms passed down through 

generations. 

Aluminum Tree 

Popular in the mid-20th century, aluminum Christmas trees have made a comeback as retro 

decorations. 

Advent Calendar 

A special calendar used to count down the days from December 1st to Christmas Eve, often 

containing small gifts or treats. 

Christmas Activities and Traditions 

Assembling 

The act of putting together Christmas decorations, such as trees, nativity scenes, or gingerbread 

houses. 

Anticipation 

The feeling of excitement and expectation leading up to Christmas Day. 

Attending 

Participating in various Christmas events, such as church services, parties, or concerts. 

Arranging 

The process of organizing and displaying Christmas decorations or preparing for holiday 

gatherings. 

Admiring 

Taking time to appreciate Christmas lights, decorations, and other festive displays. 

Christmas Food and Drink 

Apple Cider 

A popular warm beverage enjoyed during the Christmas season, often spiced with cinnamon and 

cloves. 

Appetizers 
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Small dishes served before the main Christmas meal, often at holiday parties or gatherings. 

Almond 

A type of nut frequently used in Christmas baking and confectionery. 

Apricot 

Dried apricots are often included in Christmas fruit cakes and other seasonal treats. 

Anise 

A spice with a licorice-like flavor, sometimes used in Christmas cookies and other baked goods. 

Gift-Giving and Shopping 

Asking 

Children often ask for specific gifts from Santa Claus or family members. 

Affording 

Managing the financial aspects of Christmas shopping and gift-giving. 

Acquiring 

The act of obtaining Christmas gifts, decorations, or other holiday items. 

Appreciating 

Showing gratitude for gifts received during the Christmas season. 

Aisle 

Shoppers navigate store aisles to find Christmas gifts and decorations. 

Christmas Entertainment and Media 

Animated Specials 

Television programs featuring animated characters celebrating Christmas, such as "A Charlie 

Brown Christmas." 

Album 
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Many musicians release Christmas albums featuring holiday-themed songs. 

Adaptation 

Literary or film adaptations of classic Christmas stories, such as "A Christmas Carol." 

Audience 

The group of people watching Christmas performances or consuming holiday media. 

Actors 

Performers in Christmas plays, movies, or television specials. 

Winter Weather and Nature 

Arctic 

The cold northern region often associated with Santa's home at the North Pole. 

Avalanche 

A mass of snow sliding down a mountainside, sometimes featured in winter or Christmas-themed 

stories. 

Atmosphere 

The overall mood or feeling created by Christmas decorations, music, and activities. 

Aurora 

The Northern Lights, sometimes visible during winter in northern regions. 

Alpine 

Relating to high mountains, often associated with snowy Christmas scenes. 

Christmas Emotions and Sentiments 

Affection 

Feelings of love and warmth often expressed during the Christmas season. 

Awe 
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A sense of wonder or amazement, often experienced when viewing Christmas lights or 

decorations. 

Appreciation 

Gratitude for the gifts, experiences, and relationships celebrated during Christmas. 

Amazement 

A feeling of surprise and admiration, often felt by children experiencing Christmas magic. 

Anticipation 

The excitement and expectation leading up to Christmas Day. 

Christmas Colors and Aesthetics 

Amaranth 

A reddish-purple color sometimes used in Christmas decorations. 

Azure 

A bright blue color that can be found in some Christmas ornaments and winter scenes. 

Argent 

A silvery color often used in Christmas decorations and gift wrapping. 

Amber 

A warm, golden color sometimes seen in Christmas lights and decorations. 

Auburn 

A reddish-brown color that might be found in natural Christmas decorations like pinecones. 

Christmas Music and Sounds 

A Cappella 

Vocal music performed without instrumental accompaniment, often heard in Christmas caroling. 

Acoustic 
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Unplugged or non-electric musical performances, popular for intimate Christmas gatherings. 

Anthem 

A song of praise or devotion, such as many traditional Christmas carols. 

Accompaniment 

The musical backing for Christmas songs or performances. 

Aria 

A solo vocal piece, sometimes featured in classical Christmas concerts. 

 


